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President Obama, both parties need
to get serious about balanced budgets

The garage at the new condominium tower on Rittenhouse Square
Street has an automated parking system. It’s just one of the amenities
at the city building with Bucks County roots.

Bridget Wingert: Happy to Be Here

Exclusive panorama

Windows all around.
That’s where you can take in the
view at 1706 Rittenhouse Square
St. in Center City.
From the 13th floor living room
you can almost see Philadelphia
International Airport. From the
kitchen it’s Philadelphia Museum
of Art, from the master bedroom
Society Hill. Only the guest bedroom view is less than panoramic
but on higher floors the view is
complete.
All but four of the 31 units are
full-floor, 4,200 square feet, residences so if you want to see around
you it’s the place to be – if you
have $4 million to spare. You’re
too late for the two-story penthouse, which is under agreement
of sale for $12.5 million, a record
for city condominiums. But 14
units are left so there’s still time to
buy.
The tower at 1706, designed by
Cope Linder Architects, is placed
just around the corner from the city
square, one of the four squares in
William Penn’s original design.

Scannapieco
Development
Corporation of New Hope and
Parkway Corporation, which has
developed parking facilities across
the country are the chief investors
in the building. Their luxury condominium tower located in the
prestigious neighborhood is nearly
half sold seven months before
opening, a remarkable feat considering the economic climate. The
first residents will move in May.
Developers Tom Scannapieco
and Joe Zuritsky were able to successfully marry the Rittenhouse
Square trademarks of luxury, location and accessibility with privacy,
discretion and customization.
Scannapieco, who is known in
Bucks County for the Waterworks
condominiums, built in a former
bag factory along the Delaware in
New Hope, and the luxury
Waterview Condominiums farther

The 1706 tower.

south, lives with his wife, Alycia,
in a house near those projects. He
has done major work in Atlantic
City, Baltimore and Philadelphia.
The Scannapiecos are known for
their generosity – supplying the
venue for the New Hope Arts
Center and donating major gifts for
the National Liberty Museum.
Paula Celletti-Baron, vice president for sales and marketing at
1706, has been with the
Scannapieco organization for
many years. She believes that the
group learned from each experience.
“We
thought
that
the
Waterworks would sell to the New
York market,” she said last week as
the tower is being prepared for an
open house. “We found out that the
buyers came from a 15- to 20-mile
radius of New Hope.”
But the Waterworks condos were
small. “We saw signs that we
couldn’t accommodate a certain
group,” Baron said.

Then there was Waterview, with
28 units around a courtyard, where
people coming from large homes
could have space without the
maintenance. “The condos on the
river initially sold for $2 million –
now they’re worth $4 to 5 million,” Baron added.
The builders broke ground for
1706 in 2007 and proceeded to dig
a 45-foot hole for the underground
parking lot. Except for the complications of running into a stream,
the digging continued. Bank
approvals came in May 2008 and
the official groundbreaking was in
September 2008.
The most unusual feature is the
automated parking system, developed by Wohr, a German company.
It is the first of its kind in
Philadelphia and only the third in
the United States.
The underground system transports cars from street level down
beneath the building automatically,
without a parking attendant. The
owner of the car is the sole operator. To retrieve a vehicle, the
patron presents an electronic card
on the elevator going to the lobby
and the vehicle is automatically
delivered to the entry and exit
compartment at street level.
Retrieving a car takes less than
two minutes, Baron said.
For occasions that require a driver, 1706 has a town car for residents. It also has a doorman and a
concierge, who can run errands for
residents, and porters for maintenance.
Karen Daroff of Daroff Design,
has done the interior design for all
common areas of the project
including the main lobby, the
board room and fitness center,
which includes a 60-foot lap pool.
The board room is available to residents for meetings and another
room, which overlooks the lobby,
is appropriate for social gatherings.
L.F. Driscoll Co. is the construction manager.

The first open house in a furnished model is 5 to 7 p.m.
Thursday, Jan. 28. Reservations
can be made at 215-627-1082 x3.

This Wednesday, President Obama will give his
State of the Union address. I’m sure he will talk about
our aggressive new strategy in Afghanistan and the
need to rebuild our economy. On many measures I
proudly support the President. He has been dealt an
awful hand after eight years of George Bush’s reckless
foreign policies and disastrous economic policies.
There is a simple fact continuously overlooked by the
Party of Palin.
When President Bush took office after Bill Clinton,
he inherited a $236 billion annual surplus. He turned
that into a $1.3 trillion deficit. This is the stark reality
that our nation faces, we must tackle it now. That is
why I am calling on President Obama to enact a freeze
in discretionary spending in this year’s budget. This
won’t be easy to enact and I know that I will face trouble from my own party – but it is imperative that we
make tough choices and work together in Washington
to return to balanced budgets. We did it in the 1990s
under President Clinton; we can do it again.
My frustration with spending in Washington is neither newfound, nor focused on blaming George Bush
and the opposition party. One of my first acts as a new
Congressman in 2007 was to join the fiscally conservative Blue Dogs and vote against the Democratic
Party budget because it did not hold the line on spending.
I have also voted against the Congressional pay raise
every time it has come up for a vote. When the pay
raise passed anyway – with support from both political
parties – I gave the raise to charity. In 2009 alone, I
voted to cut over $15 billion in wasteful spending and
wasteful programs. A month ago, I was one of only a
handful of Democrats to oppose a spending bill that
used returned bailout money for new spending instead
of deficit reduction.
But I haven’t just been standing on the sidelines saying no. Anyone can claim to want to cut spending, but
specifics separate the leaders from the pretenders. I

have teamed up with Democrats and Republicans to
propose specific cuts to programs and specific reforms
that drive waste and fraud out of federal programs
from Medicare to the Pentagon.
Recently, I partnered with the former head of the
Republican Party – Senator Mel Martinez – to introduce the IMPROVE Act. This legislation, which
passed the House and needs a Senate vote to become
law, could cut hundreds of millions of dollars of
Medicare fraud.
Earlier this week, I led an effort to freeze discretionary spending in the coming year. This won’t be
easy or politically popular. My own party will claim
that this will hamstring government programs, the
opposition party will breezily claim that more can be
cut – despite eight years of total silence while they
were in power.
However, I have assembled a small group of members of Congress to support this initiative. We plan to
use our voting block to try and force our own party to
cut spending. I’m hopeful this can be accomplished in
the State of the Union address. If not, we will fight for
it in the coming months.
When I was first elected, voters got to know me as
the Iraq war veteran staunchly opposed to continuing
the $3 trillion war in Iraq and opposed to President
Bush’s policies. It’s no secret that I was an early and
strong supporter of President Obama. I continue to
support his efforts to revive our economy and refocus
on Al Qaeda in Afghanistan instead of Iraq. But I’m
not afraid to call on this president and my own party to
cut spending.
Since the late 1990s, both parties have continued to
spend way too much. This path is unsustainable. That’s
why I will continue working with Democrats and
Republicans to fight for balanced budgets.
Patrick Murphy represents Bucks County, Northeast
Philadelphia and parts of Montgomery County in
Congress.

Linda Jenny: River Voice

Listen to the wolves singing

Wolf song – if you haven't ever heard it you don't
know what you're missing.
Not far from Bucks County, 38 miles according to
my GPS actually, Lakota Wolf Preserve in Columbia,
N.J., is a place you can visit and you will be moved
by their song.
Currently, 21 wolves are there. Timber, Tundra and
Arctic wolves and three bobcats and two red foxes
(one is black, the white tipped tail is the clue).
We arrived early at the top of the ridge and as we
got to the fence the wolves started coming out of the
woods. And then ... they started to howl. There were
21 wolves dispersed throughout the woods but you
would have thought there were 100.
They all have their own voices and inflections and
they vary the range from low to high and back again.
To someone who had 24 sled dogs at her home many
years ago, it was, well, it was music to my ears.
It's beautiful this time of year. The wolves and
other furry creatures are in full winter coat, it is
splendid in the woods because you can see through
the trees and there's snow on the ground. It's an
informative visit and it's spellbinding.

A wolf sings at Lakota Preserve. Photograph by
Linda Jenny Paintography.com

Suzanne Zoglio: Talk About Living

We choose our attitude

Witnessing the media coverage
of the Haiti earthquake recently, I
was struck not only by the sheer
enormity of the disaster, but also by
the wide range of responses.
One newsperson, in interviewing
one of the earliest rescue workers
on the scene, asked how the rescuer
felt in knowing that he could only
save a handful of people in a sea of
50,000 or more that would perish.
The question, it seemed to me,
was an odd one. From the expression on the rescue worker’s face, I
believe he found it odd as well. He
answered quickly by saying every
life he could save would make the
effort worthwhile and that his
team’s focus was saving every life
they could, one at a time.
While the reporter probed to see
if the rescuer might be discouraged
by how little he and his team could
feasibly do, the rescuer had tears in
his eyes as he answered that every
life saved would be appreciated by
some family, some friends.
The whole exchange brought to
my mind a quote by Viktor E
Frankl (author and holocaust survivor). He wrote: “The last of
human freedoms is to choose our

attitude in any given set of circumstances.” Indeed. We can choose to
be discouraged when faced with an
enormous task or energized to contribute what we can. We can turn
away, feeling what we can do is
insignificant, or we can embrace
the attitude that every prayer, every
dollar, every sacrifice will make a
difference in the outcome.
While reports surfaced of immediate aid being offered to the Haiti
people by many countries, including the United States, some viewers
– and reporters – were already criticizing these enormous gestures for
being too slow.
We can choose to view the
response from an attitude of gratitude and gracious acceptance, or
we can judge the gestures as not
enough or not fast enough. It is our
freedom, as Frankl says, to choose
our attitude.
If the survivors of this great disaster can spontaneously arrange a
spiritual procession of faith-based
song and prayer-as they did on day
three of the tragedy – Frankl’s
point is well-taken. Even when
catastrophe strikes, some choose to
express their faith and lift the spirit

of those around them. It seems attitude is not only a freedom, but also
a testimony to the amazing
resilience of the human spirit.
A young volunteer worker whose
leg was seriously injured in the
quake, barely referred to her
injuries on camera, noting that she
was one of the lucky ones who had
survived. No one would have faulted her if she had focused on her
own trauma, but she chose an attitude of gratitude for her rescue and
compassion for those not yet found.
I wonder if after witnessing “the
last of human freedoms” in Haiti,
we will be more likely to exercise
such freedom when we face our
own challenges. When life, limb,
love, or fortune is threatened, will
we remember that we choose our
attitude?
Suzanne Zoglio
Ph.D. is the
author of
“Create a Life
that Tickles Your
Soul” and
“Recharge in
SUZANNE Minutes.”
zoglio.com
ZOGLIO

